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: Ms. Sok Sary Demining Operator Specialist Woman 
 

Ms. Sok Sary was born on January 
03, 1987, and grew up in a farmer 
family residing in Prey Svay 
Village, Prey Svay Commune, 
Moung Russei District, 
Battambang Province. Her father 
is working within CMAC as 
TSC#76 member and her mother 
is a farmer living in O Sa Nguot 
Village, Tasanh Commune, Samlot 
District, Battambnag Province. In 
2005, she married her husband, 
who is a demining expert of 
TSC#39 team working in Demining 
Unit 4.  

Due to the CMAC announcement 
in 2019 to recruit young generation 

  

  
 

 .

deminers from CMAC family, Ms. 
Sok Sary applied and successfully 
passed the recruitment and her 
first service was as a demining 
expert from 2019 to 2020. 
Following her commitment and 
great job performance, she has 
been selected among other 
demining experts to be a lady 
demining machine operator at 
CMAC in 2021 until now  

  

.

st

n

Ms. Sok Sary is now living 
peacefully with her family of one 
daughter as a university udent 
and one son as a junior high 
school student in O Sa Nguot 
Village, Tasanh Commune, Samlot 
District, Battamba g Province  
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 Ms. Leoung Malin- A Female Deminer Following Her Father’s Footsteps 

 
Miss. Leoung Malin was born on December 8, 1995, 
and grew up in Trapeang Por Village, Ov Lork 
Commune, Kombol District, Phnom Penh. Malin’s 
father, Chum Sam At, 56, TSC Assistant Team 
Leader, works for the Cambodian Mine Action 
Center, and her mom, Bee Buheang, 51, was born in 
Klar Romeas Village, Chrey Roong District, 
Battambang Province. There are three siblings in her 
family. 

 

family.

She graduated from Ang Snoul Hun Sen High 
School in 2014. The dire circumstances of her living 
condition forced her not to pursue her studies at 
university and to seek employment to support her 

Since her father is a CMAC staff member and 
Leoung Malin herself wishes to follow in her father’s 
footsteps, she decided to apply and successfully 
pass the recruitment in 2020. After having been 
trained in the Technical Institute of Mine Action in 
Kompong Chhnang, Malin, ID 936344, passed the 
course of Basic Demining and became a deminer 
working in Demining Unit 2 (DU2) in Battambang 
Province.

 

  

Her dedication and hard work 
were quickly recognized, 
leading to her being assigned 
to different roles that help 
improve her qualifications. By 
April 24, 2024, she transitioned 
to the Special Diving Unit 
(SDU) as a member of the 
Underwater Operations Unit, a 
position that defined much of 
her career.

Although Panha has been 
working for CMAC for a few 

years and faces many challenges, she still highly commits herself to making a great effort for 
CMAC to clear landmines and UXOs for the sake of Cambodians.
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Ms. So Malen- A Hero Rat Handler with a Gold Medal
 

 

Ms. So Malen was born on February 17, 1986, and 
grew up in Prey Toul village, Prasot commune, Svay 
Teap district, Svay Rieng province. Malen's father, 
Kim Men, died in 2012, and his mother, Soin, 65, 
was born in Prey Toul village, Prasot commune, 
Svay Teap district, Svay Rieng province. Malen has 
four siblings in her family. Facing challenging family 
circumstances, she made the difficult decision to 
stop studying after completing grade 9 in 2003. In 
the same year, Malen left his hometown looking for a 
job in Phnom Penh and became a garment worker 
until 2006.  

In 2007, she traveled to Preah Vihear to live with her 
father, who was then serving in the military. In 2009, Malen learned that CMAC had 
announced the recruitment of community-based demining (CBD) teams, so she decided to 
apply for this position and successfully passed the test. Later, she was required to attend a 
demining course at the CMAC Training Center (now the Technical Institute of Mine Action) 
before starting her work in the field. 

In 2010, Malen, ID 934477, worked in 
Preah Vihear for two years. During her 
mission, she found eight anti-personnel 
mines, seven anti-personnel mines, and 
one anti-tank mine. In 2012, she was 
transferred to work under Demining Unit 
2 (DU2), located in Battambang province, 
where she found 23, including anti-
personnel mines and anti-tank mines. 
Her journey within CMAC was 
characterized by continuous growth and 
diversification of skills. As a result, Malen 
was trained in a new skill for one year in 
Siem Reap to become a rat handler. In 

2016, Malen was assigned to work in Varin district in Siem Reap province where she was 
awarded a gold medal with her HeroRat, Magawa for incredible life-saving bravery. In 2018, 
she was married to a fellow team member, Mr. Seoun Seila, who is a deminer working for TSC 
#66. 
It is not easy for Malen to work with rats, and she
encountered some challenges during her operations
For instance, when it was raining, the rats found it
difficult to sniff out landmines, and in areas with a lot
of grain, the rats could lose concentration.  

 

Malen is very proud to have worked for CMAC
and helped to clear land for the people to farm
and have a prosperous life. She is strongly
committed to her dangerous work to ensure
the safety of Cambodians’ lives.  
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Ms. DUL SAROTH: Demining Machine Operator Specialist Woman

 
 

Ms. DUL SAROTH was born on July 12, 
1990, and grew up in a poor family 
residing in Chamkartamao Village, Srae 
Thmey Commune, Rolea Pha EA District, 
Kampong Chhnang Province. Her parents 
passed away and left two sons and three 
daughters. She is the fourth daughter 
among the five. Ms. DUL SAROTH 
finished high school successfully in 2009 
and would not continue to further 
education due to a difficult family 
condition. Then she started working as a 
factory worker in 2010.  

 

 

Due to the CMAC announcement in 2020 to recruit young generation deminers from CMAC 

 , 
   

 

family, Ms. DUL SAROTH applied and successfully passed the recruitment and her first 
. service was as a demining expert in 2020 At that time, she was selected to using ALIS 

detector in the research process to ensure the survival ability and safety of the detector. In 

  

the 
 

as 

 

 

2021, she was moved to work 
as a demining expert for 
platoon#02 in Battambang 
Province, she is still using 
ALIS detector. As ALIS 
detector user, she was 
frequently moved to work 
deminer expert in DU3, Pursat 
Province in 2022, and in 
September 2022, she 
relocated to DU5 in Tbong 
Khmoum to test ALIS detector 
with UXO and ERW objects.
Then she was moved back to 
TSC #52 in DU3 Pursat in the 
same year.  

 

,
  

In March 2024, she was appointed as  a
Demining  Machine Operator to work  in
DU4, Siem  Reap  Province   after   she
received a training of Maintenance and
Operation of Demining Machine Course in
2022. She is now operating a demining
machine in minefield in Kampong Thom 
Province.      
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A Life of Service: Ms. Teang Sovanphalla’s Dedication to Mine Action



CMAC Building, Duong Ngiep Street, Phoum Trung Moan, Sangkat O Bek Kaom, Khan Sen Sok,

Phnom Penh, Cambodia P.O Box 116 Email : info@cmac.gov.kh Tel: +885 23 995437 www.cmac.gov.kh

មជ្ឈមណ� លសកម�ភពកចំាត់មនីកម��ជ

CAMBODIAN MINE ACTION CENTRE

 

 



CMAC Building, Duong Ngiep Street, Phoum Trung Moan, Sangkat O Bek Kaom, Khan Sen Sok,

Phnom Penh, Cambodia P.O Box 116 Email : info@cmac.gov.kh Tel: +885 23 995437 www.cmac.gov.kh
 

 

  

  

  inMiss Oum Sopheavy- A Life of Service Mine Action 

 
Miss Oum Sopheavy, born on July 20, 1988, is a dedicated 
professional with a background in communication and 
finance, holding dual Bachelor's degrees in English for 
Professional Communication and Banking and Finance, both 
earned in 2010.  

Sopheavy, initially working as a translator for private 
companies and freelancing from 2011 to 2013, joined the 
Cambodian Mine Action Centre (CMAC) in 2014, 
progressing from a volunteer to the Director of International 
Cooperation and Project Management (ICPM) by 2018, 
demonstrating exceptional leadership and project 
management skills. At CMAC, she managed the project 
cycle. This role involved initiating new project proposals, 
coordinating ongoing projects with donors, departments, and 
demining units, and overseeing finance, administration, 
support, and human resources. She supervised project 
reports and maintained the Project Management Matrix for 
over 30 projects each year. Additionally, she handles 
international training activities, including South-South 
Cooperation Training. 

making. 

From May 2015 to September 2022, Sopheavy was part of 
CMAC's Gender Mainstreaming in Mine Action Team and 
the Gender Mainstreaming in Mine Action Technical Group 

2025. In these for the National Mine Action Strategy 2017
roles, Sopheavy promoted gender equity, encouraged 
women's participation, and advocated for equal opportunities 
in skills development, status, salary, and decision
Sopheavy had also worked on plans to improvefemale staff’s 

 

 

D

capacities and skills, promoting their 
advancement within the organization.

Recently, Sopheavy enhanced her expertise 
by earning a Master of Business 
Administration for two years from the 
International University of Japan in Niigata 
Prefecture, Japan. 

She has now returned to CMAC and has 
recently been appointed as the Director of 
the Human Resources epartment.
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